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hearted wife to the present writer. But how much would have   CHAP.
been saved had he been sent out two months before.                 . LXX* .
MT. 63.
VI
Chamberlain had not been out of touch for a moment with
his own department. By telegraph the whole Empire was
knitted. From the day after Colenso offers of assistance, promptly
accepted, were pouring into the Colonial Office from all parts
of the Queen's dominions. His long work was rewarded; his posi-
tion solidly buttressed at home; his most ardent aspirations sur-
passed in this crisis; and every hope for the future of Imperial
unity seemed attainable.
His dearest desire had been that in an hour of trial like this
the self-governing men overseas would take up arms and stand
shoulder to shoulder with the mother country for a common
cause. If once they shed their blood together what could part
them ever after?
Certain troops from overseas were already in the field as a
symbol and here we must sketch the earlier history of the
Colonial contingents.
In the alarms after the break-down of the Bloemfontein Con-
ference, when the Cabinet inclined for a moment to send an
ultimatum to Pretoria, the Colonial Secretary drafted a sugges-
tion that if it came to war the self-governing Colonies should join
with the mother country to assert the cause of racial equality
and Imperial security in South Africa.1 The prospect improving,
he held back the draft. Some weeks later he sent a message over-
seas that a general assertion by the Colonies of their determina-
tion to make common cause in the event of hostilities "would
have a great moral effect and might go far to secure a peaceful
settlement55.2
Australia led the way. Her States were not yet federated,
though on the eve. The Cape might become a position vital to
their own lines of connection with the mother country. From
the time of Majuba their men had volunteered, and they had
served later in the Sudan campaign. Some of their own miners
1 June 9, 1899. Prepared for Lord 2 July 3, lS99.LordMintot})y John
Minto but not sent.                              Buchaoo., p. 133.